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Youth Unemployment Statistics
624,000 young people aged 16-24 were unemployed in Jun-Aug 2016,
up slightly from the previous quarter and down 57,000 compared to a
year ago. 1
The unemployment rate (the proportion of the economically active
population who are unemployed) for 16-24 year olds was 13.7%, down
from 14.7% a year ago.
Excluding young people in full-time education, 414,000 people aged
16-24 were unemployed in Jun-Aug 2016, up 11,000 from the previous
quarter and down 39,000 from the previous year.
The unemployment rate for 16-24 year olds not in full-time education
was 12.1%, compared to 13.1% a year ago.
Annual change in economic activity, Jun-Aug 2016
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Unemployment by age
The unemployment rate for people aged 18-24 was 12.1% in Jun-Aug
2016, down from 13.2% the year before. 491,000 18-24 year olds
were unemployed, while 1.67 million were economically inactive (not in
work and not looking or available for work).
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Unemployment levels by age, 1992-2016
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All data are taken from ONS, Labour Market Statistics, October 2016
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133,000 16-17 year olds were unemployed, compared to 971,000 who
were economically inactive. The unemployment rate for 16-17 year olds
was estimated at 27.7%, up slightly from 27.6% in the previous year.
The unemployment rate for 16-17 year olds in 2016 is higher than it
was in the early 2000s. This is explained by increasing numbers staying
in full-time education so that fewer 16-17 year olds are economically
active (the unemployment rate is calculated as a proportion of the
economically active population).
These figures for 16-17 year olds are more volatile than the estimates
for 18-24 year olds, since they are based on a smaller number of survey
responses.

Long term youth unemployment
107,000 people aged 16-24 had been unemployed for over 12 months
at Jun-Aug 2016, up slightly from the previous quarter and down
32,000 on the previous year.
17.1% of unemployed 16-24 year olds had been unemployed for over
12 months.

Men and women
365,000 men aged 16-24 were unemployed in Jun-Aug 2016, down
30,000 compared to a year earlier. The unemployment rate for men in
this age group was 15.6%, compared to 16.4% a year ago.
260,000 women aged 16-24 were unemployed, down 28,000
compared to a year earlier. The unemployment rate for women aged
16-24 was 11.7%, compared to 12.9% on a year ago.

People claiming unemployment benefits
171,200 people aged 18-24 were claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance or
were claiming Universal Credit and were required to seek work in
September 2016. This was up 1,500 from the previous month and
9,400 lower than the year before.
18-24 year olds claiming unemployment benefits, 1997-2016
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Cover page image copyright: Job Centre Plus by Richard McKeever. Licensed under CC
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not be liable for any errors or omissions, or for any loss or damage of any kind
arising from its use, and may remove, vary or amend any information at any
time without prior notice.

BRIEFING PAPER

Number 5871, 19 October
2016

The House of Commons accepts no responsibility for any references or links to,
or the content of, information maintained by third parties. This information is
provided subject to the conditions of the Open Parliament Licence.

